Business Continues Stea 


Stability characterized most lines of busi- 
ness activity in New England during the third 
quarter. Wholesale and retail prices generally 
remained steady. Consumer spending con- 
tinued in good volume, as higher sales of non- 
durables and some consumer durables offset 
declines in automobile sales. 

New England manufacturers stopped cutting 
their raw material inventories and began plac- 
ing a larger volume of orders during the quar- 
ter. The improvement in factory order books, 
however, did not cause industrial output to 
expand. After allowance for seasonal factors, 
production remained at about the same level 
throughout the summer. The value of defense 
contracts received by New England factories 
was nearly double that of the second quarter. 
Business loans of commercial banks increased 
in July, declined in August, and expanded 
again in September. Employment in the region 
rose slightly during August. New claims for 
unemployment insurance were lower in August 
than in any month since October 1953. 


OVER-ALL BUSINESS ACTIVITY in New England remained 
substantially unchanged during the third quarter, show- 
ing only small fluctuations after allowing for seasonal 
influences. Retail trade was well maintained, and prices, 
production and employment changed little. Construc- 
tion continued very strong and the amount of contracts 
awarded during the quarter indicate that it will hold up 
well for some months to come. 

New England manufacturers in the third quarter re- 
ported continued improvement in new orders. The in- 
crease was gradual but the volume of orders received 
exceeded that of the second quarter and of the third 
quarter of 1953. A larger volume of shipments than of 
new orders particularly in the transportation equipment 
and electrical machinery industries led to an over-all 
decrease in order backlogs. 

The tendency to carry lower inventories continued 


during the third quarter, according to reports of the 
New England Purchasing Agents Association, but the 
reduction shifted to finished goods inventories. Earlier 
in the year the chief cuts occurred in raw material inven- 
tories, but during the third quarter material stocks 
increased slightly. Work-in-process inventories also ex- 
panded somewhat. Buying policy of most manufactur- 
ers continued in the sixty-day or less range. 

Factory output remained steady during the quarter. 
Shutdowns of plants for vacations resulted in about the 
usual seasonal decline in production during July, but 
output recovered during August. The Federal Reserve 
Board’s seasonally adjusted index of national indus- 
trial production declined to 123 per cent of the 1947-49 
average in July but in August and September was at 
the June level of 124. 

Nonagricultural employment in New England rose 
slightly during the third quarter, reversing the gradual 
downward trend of the first half year. But month-to- 
month gains were slight. August increases in manufac- 
turing employment, particularly in nondurable lines, 
were in keeping with seasonal expectations. Factory em- 
ployment in August, however, was still about ten per 
cent lower than last year, chiefly because of large de- 
clines in the machinery and textile industries. 

Nonmanufacturing employment during the quarter 
continued higher than in 1953 with gains in trade, gov- 
ernment, finance, and service more than offsetting losses 
in construction, transportation, and utilities. 

Insured unemployment in New England decreased 
almost steadily from the peak reached in mid-May. At 
the end of August, total insured unemployment had 
fallen about 23 per cent since May and 12 per cent since 
June. The total, however, still was double year-ago 
levels. Initial claims dropped from July until September 
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when hurricane damage forced temporary shutdowns 
and a rise in both initial claims and total insured un- 
employment. Although new claims for unemployment 
compensation were lower in August than in any month 
since last October, the total for the quarter remained 
nearly 40 per cent above those for the period a year ago 

Average weekly hours of manufacturing workers 
increased slightly in most of New England. While much 

of the gain was seasonal, it contrasted with a shortening 
of workweeks in many factories during the comparable 
period of 1953. Rhode Island was the only New England 
state in which the workweek this August was longer 
than in August 1953. 

Average hourly earnings have remained quite 
stable over the past year. Weekly earnings, however, 
have continued to run below last year’s level in every 
state except Rhode Island and New Hampshire. But 
they increased toward the end of the summer in most of 
the region. 

The savings habit continued strong in New England 
during the third quarter. Life insurance sales were 

almost three per cent above those of last year. The rate 

of growth of mutual savings deposits was almost 
identical with that of the second quarter of this year 
and somewhat above that of the third quarter of 1953. 
Sales and redemptions of E and H bonds were above 
the level for July and August last year but redemptions 
increased more than sales. 

Automobile sales slacked off during the quarter. 
July new passenger car registrations in New England 
were four per cent lower than a year ago while in August 
the decrease was 13 per cent. New England’s perform- 
ance, however, has been better than that of the nation. 
For the first eight months of this year, cumulative 
registrations were one per cent above those of the same 
period of last year. For the nation, similar registrations 
were about five per cent behind the year-ago figure. 

Consumer spending for nondurables in New England 
continued at a relatively high level during the third 
quarter as indicated by department store sales. Sales 
in the quarter were three per cent larger than those of 
the corresponding 1953 months. At the end of the 
quarter, cumulative sales were one per cent larger than 
those for the first nine months of 1953. This contrasts 
with a two per cent decline for the country. Department 
store inventories at the end of August were one per cent 
above year-ago levels. 

Consumers incurred new debt at about the same rate 


as they paid off old. In July and August the amount of 
consumer credit extended by New England banks, 
small loan companies and credit unions was two per 
cent less than year-earlier totals. The total amount out- 
standing at those institutions at the end of August 
showed little change from a year ago or the end of June. 

Consumer prices in Massachusetts dropped slightly 
in August, ending a gradual rise that began in April. 
Lower food prices dominated the trend. Basic com- 
modity prices in the United States continued to fall 
while wholesale prices remained steady throughout 
the quarter. 

The valuation of all construction contracts awarded 

New England during the third quarter was $352 
million, 17 per cent less than the value of second-quarter 
awards according to F. W. Dodge reports. In spite of 
this seasonal drop, the value of awards exceeded the 
corresponding 1953 valuation by 30 per cent. 

Public works and utilities registered gains, with levels 
61 per cent and 122 per cent above year-ago figures. 
The valuation of awards for manufacturing building 
stood 65 per cent over the corresponding 1953 figure, 
and awards for all nonresidential construction were up 
31 per cent. Awards for residential construction were 
14 per cent higher than those recorded for the third 
quarter of 1953. 

Reflecting the high level of construction activity and 
ample supplies of funds, residential lending continued 
brisk. New’extensions of real estate credit exceeded 
the volume of repayments. The number of new federal- 
ly-aided mortgages carrying low or no down payments 
and maturities of 25 to 30 years increased markedly. 
Rates on local FHA and VA mortgages, however, con- 
tinued at 415 per cent. A softening of rates on local 
conventional mortgages continued, as many banks 
showed a willingness to shade their basic rate up to 
one-half per cent on better risks. 

Business loans in New England rose during July but 
declined sharply in August as public utilities funded 
bank debt. Loan volume increased again in September. 
Food and tobacco processors, textile and leather manu- 
facturers, and miscellaneous businesses expanded 
borrowings during the quarter, while trade firms, sales 
finance companies, and metals manufacturers made net 
repayments. On September 22, business loans of banks 
in the region were one per cent above year-end 1953 
levels and only three per cent below the comparable 
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figure of a year ago. Nationally, loan volume in mid- 
September was approximately ten per cent below both 
the year-end 1953 total and the level reached a year ago. 
The average interest rate on business loans at New 
England banks in early September did not exhibit any 
marked change from June. 

An early fiscal year spurt in federal procurement 
caused the total value of third quarter non-secret de- 
fense contracts to reach $143 million in New England, 
nearly double the total of the second quarter and slight- 
ly higher than a year ago. Manufacturers of transporta- 
tion equipment received the largest value of contracts. 
Spending for ordnance increased to become second in 
volume. Textile manufacturers continued to receive a 
negligible amount of defense contracts. 

A cool, wet summer, climaxed by two hurricanes, had 
a Strong adverse influence on New England farm oper- 
ations and agricultural income. The summer hay crop 
was small and generally of poor quality. In Aroostook 
County, wet weather prevented effective spraying, 
resulting in some late blight and reduced yields through- 
out the area. Yields and quality of berries and some 
truck crops were lower than average. The hurricanes 
blew an estimated three-fourths of the apple crop off 
the trees and damaged many other crops. 


During the third quarter, nonelectrical machinery 
production continued downward. Employment in this 
important New England industry has declined steadily 
since last October. In August, it was 13.6 per cent lower 
than a year ago. Further curtailment occurred during 
September, according to preliminary figures. New orders 
received in August by firms in this industry were not 
encouraging. By mid-September textile machinery 
makers had not shown any tendency to snap back to 
their pre-vacation operating levels. Their foundries were 
running 12 per cent below the end-of-June rate and 32 
per cent below that of a year ago. To eliminate cyclical 
swings in production and utilize their facilities, New 
England firms are diversifying product lines, often 
going into entirely new fields. 

Although New England toolmakers were still in a 
slump, with orders running well below last year’s, they 
were encouraged by signs of a pickup in interest, with 
more potential customers seeking price quotations. A 
number of firms adopted new marketing programs and 
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increased sales forces. 

Improvement in the electrical machinery industry 
became evident toward the end of the third quarter. 
Although further curtailment of output occurred in the 
heavy electrical machinery division, a substantial ad- 
vance in orders and employment took place at plants 
making communication equipment in Massachusetts. 
Over 2,400 workers were added during August and more 
during September. Leading New England firms in the 
electrical-machinery industry have been taking ad- 
vantage of lighter workloads to modernize, streamline, 
and expand production facilities. 

New England’s transportation equipment in- 
dustry experienced a continuation of the curtailment 
that began early in the year. Employment at mid- 
August was 9.7 per cent lower than a year ago. The 
greatest decline in employment in this industry has 
occurred at shipyards where order backlogs have been 
practically wiped out. Firms producing aircraft and 
parts have also slackened operations somewhat since 
early 1954. Reductions in August at automobile as- 
sembly plants in New England due to preparations for 
model changeovers were small. 

Primary metals industries in New England con- 
tinued depressed during the third quarter. Employment 
showed little change from second-quarter levels. New 
orders for primary metals in Massachusetts have been 
running below year-ago levels since last November. 

At mid-September no signs of expansion had appeared 
in the foundry industry. Many foundries in the Boston 
area were operating with no material inventories, being 
able to obtain supplies locally by truck as needed. 

Fabricated metal plants also continued depressed 
with August employment running 13 per cent below 
that of a year ago. But firms in this industry received 
an encouraging volume of new orders in August. This 
was the first month that orders have exceeded those of 
a year ago since July 1953. 

Production of ordnance in New England continued 
to decline during the summer. Employment at private 
plants in August fell to a level 23 per cent below the 
peak of September 1953. Unclassified government con- 
tracts for ordnance awarded to New England manu- 
facturers in the third quarter rose considerably, however. 

Business was slow in the New England instrument 
industry throughout the quarter with employment at 
mid-August 14 per cent below that of August 1953. In 
Waterbury, Connecticut, plants making clocks and 
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watches reported a drop of 40 per cent from a year ago. 
Some pickup in activity occurred in September due to 
demand for electric clocks for the Christmas trade. 

The market for locally-produced softwood lumber 
was moderately active during the July-to-September 
period. Variation of prices was confined to narrow 
ranges. The market received some support from the 
shortage of boards caused by the West Coast strike and 
the demand for lumber for hurricane repairs. 

Dullness characterized the local market for all but the 
highest grades of hardwood lumber. Maple sold more 


readily than other hardwood species. Some signs of 


increasing firmness appeared during September. 

Order backlogs of New England furniture manu- 
facturers increased during the quarter as retail sales 
picked up and dealers replaced inventories which they 
had allowed to run down. Some producers resumed 
overtime work schedules. Hurricanes kept the Boston 
fall display from showing conclusive results but: manu- 
facturers expect full 1954 sales to be only slightly below 
1953 sales and possibly greater than the average of the 
last. five years. 


New England textile mills registered a slight gain in 
activity between July and August. Employment ex- 
panded and hours increased in many plants even though 
both were still below year-ago levels. Small gains at a 
number of factories were offset in part by large losses 
ata few other plants. Shutdowns at many southern New 
England plants as a result of hurricane and flood damage 
caused a drop in September employment totals. 

Cotton mill activity during the summer months was 
at the lowest level in some years but the volume of new 
orders improved in early September and prices firmed. 
Synthetic manufacturers also noted some pickup in 
orders. Finishing plants continued to do better than 
some other segments of the industry. The long awaited 
improvement in woolen and worsted demand failed to 
live up to early expectations because garment manu- 
facturers have been reluctant to make firm commit- 
ments for materials for spring lines until retail needs 
become better established. 

New England mills continued to be involved in the 
merger movement that has been under way in the 
textile industry. Burlington Mills Corporation acquired 
control of Pacific Mills and Goodall-Sanford, Inc., and 


M. Lowenstein and Sons, Inc., another firm with oper- 
ations hitherto confined to the South, gained control 
of Wamsutta Mills of New Bedford. 

Work staffs at New England garment plants spurted 
upward seasonally after the vacation shutdowns. As 
usual, many shops took on part-time workers. Plants 
manufacturing women’s wear and children’s clothing 
were especially busy. Men’s wear producers operated on 
a more stable level. A pickup in hat demand boosted 
activity at several centers but production of work 
clothing and rainwear tapered off. 

The usual seasonal expansion at New England shoe 
plants got under way after the July vacation shutdowns. 
Production of fall and winter footwear reached its peak 
in August with regional plants turning out a near-record 
number of shoes. New England output during the first 
eight months of 1954 was three per cent above the level 
of a year ago. Nationally, production was off five per 
cent. Production of regional plants has surpassed year- 
ago levels in each month of 1954 except January, 
February and May. In July and August, New England 
output exceeded the totals for the comparable months 
of 1953 by 15 per cent. Massachusetts factories have 
contributed most of the gain, and plants manufacturing 
women’s shoes have enjoyed greater sales gains than 
have those making men’s shoes. New England pro- 
ducers have been able to achieve higher production with 
fewer workers than they employed a year ago. 

After reaching the low point of the year in July, em- 
ployment in the New England rubber industry showed 
a slight seasonal upturn in August. But production at 
several plants was curtailed by lengthy strikes, settle- 
ment of which resulted in wage increases. In early 
September flood damage caused the shutdown of 
several Rhode Island plants. 

New England jewelry plants received a good volume 
of orders during the summer, and by August the usual 
seasonal speed-up in production of merchandise for fall 
and Christmas selling was well under way. Reorders 
were at least as good as last year. Because of hurricane 
damage and loss of power, however, a number of firms 
in the important Providence area lost almost a week’s 
production in early September. In order to meet de- 
livery schedules, manufacturers increased staffs further 
and scheduled overtime. The tightening in the supply 
of copper is not expected to hamper production during 
the fall season. 

After the July vacation period New England paper 
mills resumed operations at the comfortably normal 
levels that prevailed during the second quarter. Pro- 
duction, sales, and prices registered no_ significant 
changes during the summer. The paperboard industry 
leveled off with the volume of business about five per 
cent below that of the corresponding period last year. 

With an assist from a brisk world demand, the wood 
pulp market has remained strong. Recent announce- 
ments indicate no price change for the fourth quarter. 

The New England chemical industry continued to 
show marked stability. Manufacturers of textile chem- 
icals were very optimistic regarding the immediate 
future. They look for a pickup in demand because of an 
expected revival of the textile business and a growing 
demand for new products that they have developed for 
nontextile fields. 
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A Reference List of 


Current Measures of 
Manufacturing Business 


NEW ENGLAND’s economic well-being is more dependent 
on the success of manufacturing industries than is the 
economy of almost any other region of the country. It is 
essential that the region’s manufacturing plants con- 
tinue to prosper. Heightened competitive selling makes 
it more necessary than ever for manufacturers to be 
able to evaluate the relative success of their operations 
and policies. To assist management in reaching this ob- 
jective, this bank has compiled a list of current statisti- 
cal measures of business for manufacturing industries. 

Several studies have indicated that many manufac- 
turers are not familiar with available statistical in- 
formation against which they can measure the relative 
performance of their owncompanies. In 1949 the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Boston conducted a survey on ‘The 
Present Position and Prospects of New England Manu- 
facturers”.' In one of the questions respondents were 
asked to indicate whether they believed their sales 
performance was the same, better or poorer than their 
industry's average performance. A large proportion felt 
that they were doing as well or better than their com- 
petitors. However, available data showed that in many 
instances manufacturing in New England was not doing 
as well as in other areas. Only a small proportion of the 
firms indicated that they had available current meas- 
ures of sales and/or orders against which they could 
evaluate their performance. Analysis of the survey 
results showed that the firms which had information 
about their industry were not as confident of their 
relative success as firms without such data. 

Relatively more large companies than small com- 
panies reported that they had measures of sales and 
orders available. Since most New England manufac- 
turers are in the small size groups, it appears they 
should find a listing of available statistical measures of 
manufacturing business helpful in judging the relative 
success of their operations. 

In the previous study the firms that had current 
measures of business available indicated that the most 
frequent source of such information was either a trade 
association or government release. Therefore, in this 
survey, national associations of manufacturers were 
asked to supply information about a selected group of 
current. statistical measures which they 
which are available to their industry.” 

Because of space limitations, the scope of this listing 
has been limited to measures of manufacturers’ pro- 
duction, sales, shipments, new orders, unfilled orders 


compile or 


1 Monthly Review — July, August, and September, 1949. 


2 Approximately 750 manufacturers’ trade associations were requested to supply 
information for this listing. Many indicated that they did not compile statistical 
data. Information was supplied by 126 associations. Included in the listing below 
are only those measures which are issued more frequently than once a year. 


and inventories prepared by either gov- 
ernment agencies or trade associations. 
From these sources manufacturers of a 
wide variety of products will find helpful 
information in gauging the relative suc- 
cess of their businesses. Many other sta- 
tistical series such as those on employ- 
ment, payrolls, retail sales and consumer 
expenditures are useful guides and may 
be readily found in reports of such gov- 
ernment agencies as the United States 
Department of Commerce and Depart- 
ment of Labor. Specialized data on many specific indus- 
tries appear frequently in a wide number of business 
and trade publications. 

The reference list of selected current statistical meas- 
ures of manufacturing which follows is divided between 
general measures of business activity and measures 
applicable to particular industry groupings. In many 
instances trade associations have indicated that govern- 
ment reports are the source of statistical data which 
they disseminate to their members. In such cases, only 
the original source is listed. The description of each 
measure has been summarized in the following manner: 
principal produc ts, what is measured (production, sales, 
etc.), how it is measured (dollar value, units, index 
number), frequency of report (weekly, monthly, etc.), 
geographical area covered, collecting organization or 
trade association distributing data and address, and if 
distribution of information is restricted. 


General Business Activity 


index number — monthly 
~ Connecticut: 


The Southern New England Telephone 


Company, New Haven, Conn. 
Industrial Activity — major manufacturing industries 
-index numbers — monthly New England: First Na- 
tional Bank of Boston, Boston, Mass. 


Industrial Production — major manufacturing indus- 
tries — index numbers — monthly — United States: Board 
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

Industrial Production — major manufacturing indus- 
tries — index number — monthly — Massachusetts: Massa- 
chusetts Department of Commerce, 334 Boylston Street, 
Boston, Mass. 

Manufacturers’ New Orders major industries 
index number of value — monthly — Massachusetts: Asso- 
ciated Industries of Massachusetts, 2206 John Hancock 
Building, Boston 16, Mass. 


Manufacturing Output — index number — monthly 


~Connecticut: State of Connecticut, Department of 
Labor, 92 Farmington Avenue, Hartford, Conn. 


Manufacturing Production, New Orders, and In- 
ventories — general trends — monthly — New England 
(except Connecticut): New England Purchasing Agents 
Association, Inc., 80 Federal Street, Boston 10, Mass. 

Manufacturing Production, New Orders and In- 


ventories — (selected industries) — general trends — 
monthly — Rhode Island: Rhode Island Purchasing Agents 


Association, Providence, R. 

Manufacturers’ Sales, Inventories, New and Un- 
filled Orders— major industries — dollar value— monthly 
~ United States: United States Department of Com- 
merce, Washington, D. C. 

Manufacturing Sales — major industries — vend 
value — quarterly — United States: Federal Trade Com- 
mission 5° "eee and Exchange Commission, Wash- 
ington 25, D. € 
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Bread and Other Yeast Raised Products — produc- 
tion units weekly United States and major geo- 
graphic divisions: American Bakers Association, 20 North 
Wacker Drive, Chicago, Illinois restricted. 

Cake production units monthly United 
States and major geographic divisions: American Bakers 
Association, 20 North Wacker Drive, Chicago, Illinois 
restricted. 

Confectionery and Other Chocolate Products 
sales units and dollar value monthly United 
States, New England and other regions: United States 
Department of Commerce.* 

Confectionery Products sales dollar value 
monthly New England: New England Manufacturing 
Confectioners Association, 80 Federal Street, Boston, Mass. 

- restricted. 

Dry Milk Products — production, sales, and stocks 
units monthly United States and four geographical 
areas: American Dry Milk Institute, Inc., 221 North La- 
Salle Street, Chicago 1, Hl. restricted. 

Evaporated Milk — production, shipments and stocks 

- units monthly United States: Evaporated Milk 
Association, 228 North LaSalle Street. Chicago 1, HL. 
restricted. 

Distilled Spirits for Beverage Use (by type) — pro- 
duction, withdrawals, bottled output — in units — monthly 

-United States, New England and by state: United States 
Treasury Department, Bureau of Internal Revenue, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Distilled Spirits — production, sales and/or shipments 
and inventories — units — monthly United States and 
by state: Distilled Spirits Institute, 1135 National Press 
Building, Washington, D. C. — restricted. 

Ice Cream and Other Frozen Dairy Products — pro- 
duction and sales — dollar value and units — monthly 
United States, New England and by state: International 
Association of Ice Cream Manufacturers, 1105 Barr Build- 
ing, Washington 6, D. C. 





Carpets and Rugs production units monthly 
— United States: Carpet Institute, Inc., 350 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 1, N. Y. 

Cotton Broad Woven Goods (by type) produc- 
tion and inventories units of product quarterly 
United States: United States Department of Commerce.* 

Cotton Broad Woven Goods — unfilled orders and in- 
ventories in number of current week’s production 
monthly — United States: The American Cotton Manu- 
facturers Institute, Inc., 203-A Liberty Life Building, 
Charlotte 2, N. C. 

Cotton and Linters — consumption and inventories 
units — monthly United States, New England and re- 
gion by state: United States Department of Commerce.* 

Cotton and Synthetic Thread sales units 
quarterly United States: The Thread Institute, Inc.., 
11 West 42nd Street, New York 18, N. Y. restricted. 

Cotton System Spinning Activity — spindles in place, 
spindle hours operated — monthly — United States, New 
England, and other areas and by states: United States 
Department of Commerce.* 

Elastic Webbing and Braid 
inventories — dollar value, index of dollar value and units 

— monthly — United States: The Elastic Fabric Manufac- 
turers Institute, Inc., Box 710, 741 Broad Street, New 
London, Conn. — restricted. 

Finishing of Broad Woven Textiles (except wool) 
production and inventories — units — monthly United 
States: National Association of Finishers of Textile Fabrics, 
40 Worth Street, New York 13, N. Y. — restricted. 

Hosiery (by type) — production, shipments, unfilled 
orders, and inventories — units monthly United 
States, New England and New York, and other major pro- 
ducing areas: National Association of Hosiery Manufac- 
turers, 466 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 


sales, production, and 


3 United States Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Washington 
25, D. C. — Facts for Industry series. Not all reports in this series are listed. 
However, any giving New England data are included. 
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Knit Underwear and Nightwear (by type) — produc- 
tion and shipments units or dollar value — United 
States, New England and other producing states: United 
States Department of Commerce.? 

Levers’ Lace production units weekly 
United States and by area: American Lace Manufacturers 
Association, Inc., 212 Turks Head Building, Providence, 
R. 1. — restricted. 

Man-Made Fibers including Rayon and Acetate 
Yarn, Staple and Tow — production, shipments, inven- 
tories — units — monthly — United States: Textile Eco- 
nomics Bureau, Inc., 10 East 40th Street, New York 
lo, N 

Rayon and Acetate Broad Woven Fabries (by type) 

production and stocks — units — monthly and quarterly 

United States: National Federation of Textiles, Inc., 
389 Fifth Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. — restricted. 

Synthetic Broad Woven Goods (by type of fabric) 
production — units — quarterly United States: United 
States Department of Commerce.# 

Tire Cord and Tire Fabrics (by type of fiber) — pro- 
duction and inventory units — quarterly — United 
States: United States Department of Commerce.? 

Wool Cloth, Blankets and Yarns Spun — units 
production, sales, shipments, new orders and_ unfilled 
orders weekly or monthly — United States: National 
Association of Wool Manufacturers, 386 Fourth Avenue, 
New York 16, N. Y. — restricted. 

Woolens and Worsteds (fiber consumption, by type) 

consumption — units — monthly United States: 
United States Department of Commerce.? 

Woolen and Worsted Woven Goods (by type of 
fabric) production — units — quarterly — United 
States: United States Department of Commerce.? 


Corsets, Brassieres and Allied Garments — ship- 
ments dollar value and units — quarterly — United 
States: Corset and Brassiere Association of America, 200 
Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. — restricted. 

Men’s Apparel (by type) — production — units of 
product — monthly — United States: United States De- 
partment of Commerce.* 

Textile Bags — shipments — units — monthly — United 
States: Textile Bag Manufacturers Association, 611 Davis 
Street, Evanston, Hl. 

Women’s and Children’s Coats and Suits — produc- 
tion — units — weekly and monthly — United States and 
individual markets: National Coat and Suit Industry 
Recovery Board, 450 Seventh Avenue, New York 1, New 
York — restricted. 

Work Gloves and Mittens — production, sales, ship- 
ments, unfilled orders and inventories — dollar value and 
units — monthly United States: The Work Glove Insti- 
tute, Inc., 176 West Adams Street, Chicago 3, Ill. — re- 
stricted. 


Barrels (by type of use)—shipments—units—monthly- 
United States: Associated Cooperage Industries of Amer- 
ica, Inc., 408 Olive Street, St. Louis 2, Mo. — restricted. 

Douglas Fir Panel Doors production, sales, ship- 
ments, and unfilled orders — units — monthly — Pacific 
Northwest: Fir Door Institute, 1205 Rust Building, 
Tacoma, Washington. 

Handles for Striking Tools — production, sales, ship- 
ments, new orders, unfilled orders and inventories — dollar 
value and units — monthly — United States: Hickory 
Handle Association, Hope, Ark. — restricted. 

Hardwood Lumber — production, sales, shipments, 
new orders, unfilled orders, and inventories — units — 
monthly Appalachian Mountain Area: Appalachian 
Hardwood Manufacturers, Inc., 414 Walnut Street, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 

Lumber (by type) 
a year - 








— inventories — units — three times 
New England: New England Lumbermen’s Asso- 
— restricted. 


ciation, 117 Main Street, Suncook, N. H. 
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Northern Pine Lumber— production, sales, shipments, 
new orders, unfilled orders and inventories units 
weekly — Northern producing region: Northern Pine Man- 
ufacturers Association, 4329 Oakland Avenue, Minneapolis 
7, Minn. 

Oak Flooring production, shipments, new orders, 
unfilled orders and inventories units monthly 
United States: National Oak Flooring Manufacturers As- 
sociation, 814 Sterick Building, Memphis 3, Tenn. — 
restricted. 

Railroad Cross Ties — production, unfilled orders and 
inventories — units — monthly Eastern United States: 
Railway Tie Association, 1221 Locust Street, St. Louis, Mo. 

Redwood Lumber Products — production, shipments, 
new orders, unfilled orders and inventories units 
monthly California: California Redwood Association, 
576 Sacramento Street, San Francisco 11, Calif. 

Southern Pine Lumber — production, shipments, new 
orders and unfilled orders — units — weekly and monthly 

- twelve Southern states: Southern Pine Association, New 
Orleans, La. — restricted. 

Tight Barrel Staves and Heading inventories - 
units monthly United States: Associated Cooperage 
Industries of America, Inc., 408 Olive Street, St. Louis 
2, Mo. — restricted. 

Wirebound Wood Shipping Boxes and Crates 
shipments dollar value monthly United States: 
Wirebound Box Manufacturers Association, Inc., 327 
South LaSalle Street, Chicago 4, Ill. — restricted. 

Wood Doors, Exterior Frames and Sashes — produc- 
tion units monthly Association membership: 
National Woodwork Manufacturers Association, 332 S. 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago Ill. — restricted. 

Wooden Pails and Tubs — shipments — dollar value 

monthly — United States and New England: Wooden 
Pail and Tub Association, 41 Billings Avenue, Keene, 
N. H. — restricted. 


Fibre Boxes — shipments 
States Fibre Box Association, 
Chicago 4, Ill. 

Glassine and Greaseproof Papers — production, 
shipments, new orders, unfilled orders and inventories 
dollar value and units of product — weekly United 
States: Glassine and Greaseproof Manufacturers Associa- 
tion, 122 East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y.—restricted. 

Kraft Paper (by type of use) — production, sales, ship- 
ments, new orders, unfilled orders and inventories — dollar 
value and units — weekly United States and 3 regions: 
Kraft Paper Association, Inc., 122 East 42nd Street, New 
York 17, N. Y. — restricted. 

Liquid Tight Containers sales and unfilled orders 

- dollar value and units — monthly United States and 
5 zones: Liquid Tight Paper Container Association, 1532 
Lincoln-Liberty Building, Philadelphia, Pa. — restricted. 

Paper (all grades except newsprint) — production — per 
cent of capacity weekly United States: American 
Paper and Pulp Association, 122 East 42nd Street, New 
York &7. N.Y: 

Paper and Board (by type and mill class) 
tion units monthly United States: U 
ment of Commerce.? 

Paper and Paperboard 


units — monthly — United 
224 South Michigan Avenue, 


produc- 
. 5. Depart- 


production, shipments, new 
orders, unfilled orders and inventories — dollar value, 
units, and index numbers monthly United States: 
Affiliated Associations of American Paper and Pulp Asso- 
ciation, 122 East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. ¥ 

Paper and Paperboard production units 
monthly New England: U. S. Dept of Commerce. 
Bureau of the Census, Washington 25, D. C. — special 
report for Federal Reserve Bank of Boston. 

Paperboard (all grades) — production, new orders and 
unfilled orders units weekly United States: 
National Paperboard Association, 80. Jackson Boulevard, 
Chicago 4, HL. restricted. 

Paper Napkins sales dollar value and units 
monthly United States: Paper Napkin Association, 122 
East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. ¥.— restricted. 
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Structural Insulation Board — shipments — units 
monthly — U.S. and by state: Insulation Board Institute, 
111 West Washington St., Chicago 2, TIL. restricted. 

Wallpaper — production, sales, shipments, new orders, 
unfilled orders and inventories — dollar value and units 
monthly United States and areas: The Wall Paper 
Institute, 509 Madison Avenue, New York, N. 
restricted. 


Adhesives (by type) — sales — dollar value and units 
quarterly — United States: Adhesives Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation of America, 441 Lexington Ave., New York 17, N.Y. 

Chlorine, Caustic Soda, Bleaching Powder and 
Hypochlorites production, shipments and inventories 

units monthly Association members in United 
States and Canada: The Chlorine Institute, Inc., 50 East 
tIst Street, New York, N. Y.— restricted. 

Fats and Oils (by type of raw material) — production, 
shipments and inventories — units — monthly United 
States and by state: U. S. Dept. of Commerce. 

Lead Pigments (by type) — production, shipments and 
inventories — units — monthly — United States: Lead In- 
dustries Association, 420 Lexington Avenue, New York 17, 
N. Y. — restricted. 

Paints, Varnish and Lacquer 
shipments dollar value 
U.S. Dept. of Commerce.*® 

Soaps and Detergents — sales — dollar value and units 

quarterly United States: Association of American 
Soap and Glycerine Producers, Inc., 295 Madison Avenue, 
New York 17, N. ¥ 

Superphosphate (by type) 
and inventories — units — monthly 
Dept. of Commerce.? 


production, sales and 
monthly United States: 


production, shipments 
United States: U.S. 


Rubber Heels, Soles and Slabs 


shipments — units 
monthly 


United States: Rubber Heel and Sole Manu- 
facturers Association, 551 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, 
N. Y. —restricted. 

Tires and Tubes (by type of equipment) 
shipments and inventories — units 
Rubber Manufacturers Association, 


Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


production, 
United States: The 
Inc., 444 Madison 


Leather (by type of skin and use) — production — units 

monthly United States: Tanners’ Council of America, 
Inc., 411 Fifth Avenue, New York 16, N 

Leather Products including Textile Leathers, Me- 
chanical Leather Packings and Leather Belting 
sales — dollar value and units — monthly — United States: 
National Industrial Leather Association, 320 Broadway, 
New York 7, N. Y.— restricted. 

Shoes and Slippers (by kind of footwear) produc- 
tion and shipments — units and dollar value — monthly 
United States, New England and other producing regions, 
and by state: U.S. Dept. of Commerce.?j 

Shoe Patterns, Models, Molds, Die and Marker 
Papers — production and sales — dollar volume and units 

monthly New England, New York and Ohio: Shoe 

attern Manufacturers Association, 80 Federal Street, Bos- 
ton, Mass. — restricted. 

Wood Heels production, units — monthly mem- 
bers of Association: Western Wood Heel Manufacturers 
Association, 80 Federal Street, Boston, Mass. — restricted. 


Abrasive Grain (by type) 
and units monthly 
Association, 2130 Keith 
restricted. 


shipments — dollar value 
United States: Abrasive Grain 
Building, Cleveland, Ohio 


Asbestos-Cement Shingles and Sheets shipments 
units monthly United States and by states: As 
bestos-Cement Products Association, 509 Madison Avenue, 


New York 22, N. Y. — restricted. 
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Clay Construction Products (by type) 
and shipments units and dollar value of shipments - 
monthly United States, New England, other regions, 
and states: United States Department of Commerce.* 
Electrical Insulating Materials (by type) 
index number of dollar value — monthly 
National Electrical Manufacturers 
14th Street, New York 17, N. Y. 
Glassware shipments dollar value and units 
monthly United States: American Glassware 
tion. 19 West 44th Street, New York 36, N. Y. 
Glass Tumblers — production, shipments and inven- 
tories —— units — monthly — United States: American Glass- 
ware Association, 19 West 44th Street, New York 36, N.Y. 
Grinding Wheels sales and new orders dollar 
value — monthly United States: Grinding Wheel Insti- 
tute, 2130 Keith Building, Cleveland, Ohio restricted. 


production 


sales 
United States: 
Association, 155 East 


Associa- 


Aluminum production and shipments units 
monthly and semi-annually membership of Association: 
The Aluminum Association, 420 Lexington Avenue, New 
York 17, N. ¥ 

Aluminum Ingot and Scrap — production, shipments 
and inventories units monthly United States: 
U.S. Dept. of the Interior, Bureau of Mines, Washington 

D.C. 






Gray Lron Castings production, shipments and un- 
filled orders units monthly United States New 
England and other marketing areas: Gray [ron Founders 
Society, Inc., 930 National City, East 6th Building, Cleve- 
land, Ohio — restricted. 

Iron and Steel Castings 
unfilled orders — units 
Dept. of Commerce. * 

Iron and Steel Castings and Steel Ingots ship- 
ments of castings — production of ingots—units— monthly 

- United States, New England and other regions. and by 
state: U.S. Dept. of Commerce. * 

Lead Products (by type) shipments 
monthly United States: Lead Industries 
120 Lexington Avenue, New York 17, N 

Nonferrous Castings (by type) 
filled orders units monthly 
Dept. of Commerce.? 

Open Web Steel Joists (Shortspan Series) — shipments 

units — monthly — United States: Steel Joist Institute, 
Dupont Circle Building, Washington, D. C. restricted. 

Pig Lron, Ingots and Steel — production and capacity 

units — monthly — United States and by district: Ameri- 
can lron and Steel Institute, 350 Fifth Avenue, New 
Yoru 1, N.Y. 

Pig Lead (by type sales, shipments and inventories 

units monthly United States: Lead Industries 
Association, 420 Lexington Avenue, New York 17, N 
restricted. 

Slab Zine 
inventories 


by type) — shipments and 
monthly United States: U.S. 


units 
Association. 
restricted. 
shipments and un- 
United States: U.S. 


production, shipments, unfilled orders and 
units monthly United States: Ameri- 


can Zine Institute, Inc., 60 East 42nd Street, New York 
Lz. Ns 
Steel production units, index number of produc- 


tion and per cent of capacity 
American Llron and Steel 
New York I, N.Y. 

Steel Castings — production, sales, shipments, new 
orders and unfilled orders — dollar value (sales only) and 
units — monthly United States and by area: Steel 
Founders’ Society, 920 Midland Building, Cleveland 15, 
Ohio restricted. 

Steel Castings and Ingots production units 
monthly United States: U.S. Dept. of Commerce.* 

Steel Products shipments units monthly and 
quarterly United States: American Iron and Steel Insti- 
tute, 350 Fifth Avenue, New York I, N.Y. 

Threaded and Flanged Pipe Fittings — shipments 
new orders and unfilled orders ——~ dollar value and units 
monthly and quarterly United States: The Pipe Fittings 
Manufacturers Association, 60 East 42nd Street, New York 
17; N restricted. 


United States: 
Fifth Avenue, 


weekly 
Institute, 350 
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Enameled Ware Utensils (by type of user) — ship- 
ments dollar value monthly United States: 
Enameled Utensil Manufacturers Council, 2130 Keith 
Building, Cleveland, Ohio restricted. 

Galvanized Ware (by type) shipments — units — 


monthly United States: Galvanized Ware Manufactur- 
ers Council, 2130 Keith Building, Cleveland, Ohio — 
restricted. 

Fabricated Structural Steel — shipments, new orders 
and unfilled orders units monthly United States: 
American Institute of Steel, 101 Park Avenue, New York 
17, IN: X. 

Metal Pipe and Other Items used in Air Distribu- 
tion shipments and unfilled orders monthly — 
United States: Air Distribution Institute, 2130 Keith 
Building, Cleveland 15, Ohio — restricted. 

Metal Tanks and Boilers (by type) — shipments and 
unfilled orders — dollar value and units United States: 
Domestic Water Tank Manufacturers Council, 2130 Keith 
Building, Cleveland, Ohio — restricted. 

Milk, lee Cream and Cheese Cans — shipments and 
untilled orders dollar value and units monthly — 
United States: Milk Can Institute, 2130 Keith Building, 
Cleveland, Ohio — restricted. 

Oil Fired Domestic and Commercial Heating 
Equipment shipments — units — monthly United 
States and by state: Oil Heat Institute of America, Inc., 
500 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, N. Y. — restricted. 

Screw Machine Products — production, sales, ship- 
ments and new orders — dollar value and index number of 
dollar value — monthly United States: National Screw 
Machine Products Association, 2860 East 130th Street, 
Cleveland 20, Ohio — restricted. 

Steel Boilers — sales and shipments — units — monthly 
and quarterly — United States: Steel Boiler Institute, Inc., 
1308 Land Title Building, Philadelphia 10, Pa. —restricted. 

Steel Doors (by type) — shipments — units — monthly 

United States: Steel Door Institute, 2130 Keith Build- 
ing, Cleveland, Ohio restricted. 

Steel Shipping Containers shipments units — 
monthly United States: Steel Shipping Container Insti- 
tute, 570 Lexington Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 

Steel Windows, Doors and Screens — shipments and 
new orders dollar value monthly United States: 
Steel Window Institute, Chelterham, Pa. — restricted. 

Stove Pipe and Elbows shipments units 
monthly United States: Stove Pipe Manufacturers 
Council, 2130 Keith Building, Cleveland, Ohio— restricted. 


Ball and Roller Bearings and Steel Balls sales 
dollar value— monthly — United States: The Anti-Friction 
Bearing Manufacturers Association, Inc., 60 East 42nd 
Street, New York 17, N. Y. — restricted. 

Conveyors and Conveying Systems shipments 
index of dollar value monthly United States: Con- 
veyor Equipment Manufacturers Association, 1129 Ver- 
mont Avenue, Washington 5, D.C. restricted. 

Dairy Equipment, Sanitary Fittings and Sanitary 
Pumps — shipments and new orders — dollar value 
monthly — United States: National Association of Dairy 
Equipment Manufacturers, 927 15th Street, N.W., Wash- 
ington 5, D.C. restricted. 

Gasoline Dispensing Pumps — production, sales and 
shipments — dollar value and units — monthly United 
States: Gasoline Pump Manufacturers Association, 420 
Lexington Avenue, New York 17, N. Y.—— restricted. 

Machine Tools (cutting type) — production, ship- 
ments, new orders and unfilled orders index number 
monthly and quarterly United States: National Ma- 


chine ‘Tool Builders Association, 2071 East LO2nd Street, 
Cleveland 6, Ohio. 
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Valves (by type) — sales and new orders — dollar value 
and units — monthly — United States: The Valve Manu- 
facturers Association, 60 East 42nd Street, New York 17, 
N. Y. — restricted. 

Weighing Scales — shipments — index of dollar value 

-quarterly — United States: National Association of Scale 
Manufacturers, Inc., | Thomas Circle, Washington 5, D. C. 

Woodworking Machine “ry — sales, shipme nts, new 
orders and unfilled orders — dollar volume and units 
monthly — membership of Association: Association of 
Manufacturers of Woodworking Mac hinery, 1900 Arch 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. — restricted. 


Batteries — shipments — units monthly United 
States: Association of American Battery Manufacturers, 
70 Cherry Street, Akron, Ohio — restricted. 

Electrical Household Re -frigerators — sales index 
number of units — monthly — United States: National 
Electrical Manufacturers Association, 155 East 44th Street, 
New York 17, M. 

Integral Horsepower Motors and Generators 
new orders — index number of dollar value — quarterly 
United States and foreign: National Electrical Manufac- 
turers Association, 155 East 44th Street, New York BZ, IN. ¥. 

Major Electrical Appliances, Except Refrigerators 

- sales — index number of units — monthly — United 
States: National Electrical Manufacturers Aeoniehition, 
155 East 44th Street, New York 17, N. Y. 


Aircraft (personal and executive) — shipments — dollar 
value and units — monthly ~ participating manufactur- 
ers: Aircraft Industries Association, 610 Shoreham Build- 
ing, Washington, D. C. 

Open and Enclosed Gearing 
orders — dollar value — monthly 
can Gear Manufacturers 
Washington 5, D. C. 


-shipments and new 
— United States: Ameri- 
Association, 1 Thomas Circle, 
- restricted. 


Passenger Cars, Trucks and Motor Coaches — ship- 
ments — units — monthly — United States: Automobile 
Manufacturers Association, 320 New Center Building, 


Detroit 2, Michigan. 


Railroad Freight Cars — production, shipments, new 


orders and unfilled orders units — monthly — United 
States: American Railway Car Institute, 19 East 47th 
Street, New York 17, N. Y. 


Business Forms (by type) — sales — dollar value 
monthly — United States: Business Forms Institute, 20 
Church Street, Greenwich, Conn. — restricted. 

Buttons — production and inventories units 
weekly — United States: National Association of Button 
Manufacturers, 40 Worth Street, New York 13, N. ¥ 
restricted. 

Food Trays — shipments — dollar value and units 
monthly and quarterly — United States, 40 large cities 
and 8 marketing territories: Food Tray Association, Inc., 
141 East 44th Street, New York, N. Y. 

Marking Devices — sales — dollar value monthly 

- United States, New England and other districts: Mark- 
ing Device Association, 912 Chicago Avenue, Evanston, II. 

Milk Bottle Delivery Crates — shipments and unfilled 
orders — units — monthly — United States: Milk Bottle 
Crate Manufacturers, 2130 Keith Building, Cleveland, 
Ohio — restricted. 

Scientific and Industrial Apparatus and Instru- 
ments sales — dollar value — monthly United 
States: Scientific Apparatus Makers Association, 20 North 
Wacker Drive, Chicago, Hlinois. 

Slide Fasteners — sales — units — monthly 


United 
States: Slide Fastener Association, 1 Wall Street 


; New York 


5, N. Y. — restricted. 

Toys — shipments and new orders — dollar value 
monthly — United States: Toy Manufacturers of the 
U.S. A.. Inc., 200 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. — 


restricted. 
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Now pbvatable 


prepared by the 


COMMITTEE OF NEW ENGLAND 
OF THE NATIONAL PLANNING ASSOCIATION 


We are pleased to call your attention to the 
publication of The Economic State of New England, 
a series of 20 reports prepared by the Committee 
of New England of the National Planning Associa- 
tion. The reports listed below provide a compre- 
hensive analysis of the New England economic 
situation. 


1. The Forests of New England 
2. The Fisheries of New England 
3. Agriculture in New England 
4. Minerals and New England 
5. Water, Fuel and Energy in New England 
6. The Vacation Business of New England 
7. The People of New England and Their Employment 
8. Employment Fluctuations in New England 
9. Wages in New England 
10. Labor and Management in New England 
11. New England’s Financial Resources and Their Use 
12. Freight Rates and New England’s Competitive 
Position 
13. The New England Transportation System and Its Use 
14. New England’s Industrial Management 
15. Technical Research in New England 
16. New England’s Financial Relations with the Federal 
Government 
17. State and Local Taxation and Expenditures in New 
England 
18. Business and Economic Information in New Eng- 
land 
|. Transition in the New England Economy 
Il. Goals for New England 


These individual reports may be purchased in 
pamphlet form from the New England Council, 
Statler Office Building, Boston. Each pamphlet is 
60 cents except No. 11 which is $1.00. 

The complete set of 20 reports has been pub- 
lished in a single volume by the Yale University 
Press. It may be ordered from the Press at a 
price of $6.00. 
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New ENGLAND’s resort proprietors suffered through the 
summer, continually hoping for more favorable weather 
which would improve their lodging business. For a 
number of them, hurricanes Carol and Edna, August 31 
and September 11, climaxed the first season of business 
decline in several years. Record or near-record rainfalls 
were typical in many of New England’s resort areas. 
The rain and frequently cooler-than-normal tem- 
peratures had adverse effects on resort business, causing 
many vacationists to cut short planned stays. 

In spite of the adverse weather, total lodging busi- 
ness of reporting establishments did not fall far below 
last year’s record levels. For the five-month period from 
May through September, the reported total guest 
occupany was five per cent less than during the same 
period of 1953, while gross dollar receipts were three per 
cent smaller. Some proprietors, particularly those with 
expanded or improved accommodations or recreational 
facilities, reported record seasons, but most operators 
recorded losses in both receipts and number of guests 
entertained. 

In addition to the wide differences noted in individual 
establishment experience, the business done by the 
various types of lodging places also varied quite widely. 
Tourists apparently were more mobile than usual, per- 
haps partly because of the unfavorable weather. As a 
result, places in the guest house and cabin group re- 
ported more favorable comparisons with last’ year’s 
business than did those in the hotel and inn group. For 
the May-through-September period, receipts of the 
guest house and cabin group fell about one per cent 
behind those of a year ago, while the number of guests 
entertained dropped four per cent. During the same 
period, receipts of the hotel and inn group were three 
per cent lower than a year earlier and guest occupancy 
was off six per cent. The relative performances of the 
various types of accommodations for the two major 
months of the season — July and August — are shown 
in the accompanying chart. 

Early in the year, indications were that the 1954 
summer season might be better than that of 1953. 
Directors of New England’s private boys’ and girls’ 
camps reported large year-to-year gains in pre-season 
enrollments. (Actual camp attendance, reported at mid- 
season, was three per cent greater than a year ago.) 
Advance lodging reservations at the end of May showed 
little change from year-ago levels despite the cool wet 
weather of the spring. Actual lodging business during 
May was well above year-earlier levels. Generally good 
weather on Memorial Day week-end, the traditional 
opening time for many of New England’s resorts, and 
the fact that the holiday week-end was one day longer 
than a year ago helped to boost May figures. 

Cool and rainy weather prevailed during June and the 
region’s lodging business fell markedly below the volume 
done in June 1953. Some 12 per cent fewer guests than 
a year ago were entertained by the reporting establish- 
ments with a drop of seven per cent in gross receipts. 


July commenced favorably with generally good weather 
over the Fourth of July week-end. Business held up 
fairly well during the rest of the month despite de- 
teriorating weather, and receipts and occupancy for the 
month were about equal to those of a year earlier. 

August witnessed the continuation of poor vacation 
weather and New England’s lodging establishments 
registered five per cent fewer guests and suffered a three 
per cent drop in receipts from year-ago levels. Some 
proprietors mentioned a slump in business at the end of 
the month but such reports were less numerous this year 
than last. This may be taken as an encouraging sign by 
the region’s lodging hosts, after several postwar years 
with marked end-of-August declines. The slumps were 
partially the result of increasing plant-wide shutdowns 
for vacation during July. The economies of this practice 
may eventually be offset by the difficulties of scheduling 
such shutdowns as more and more workers become 
eligible for three-week vacations. It is possible that these 
longer vacations will lead to more staggering of vaca- 
tions and less plant-wide shutdowns. 

Prospects for September business were quite good 
until hurricanes Caroland Edna made their visits to New 
England. Labor Day volume suffered, even though the 
weather was good, as many people were uncertain as to 
road and lodging conditions, particularly in coastal 
areas. Receipts during September were six per cent 
under those of September 1953 while guest occupancy 
was nine per cent lower. 

Comments by proprietors during the season pointed 
up a greater tourist demand for modern accommodations 
and recreation facilities and an increased consciousness 
of prices charged. With the rapid growth of new units, 
operators of older properties who do not modernize and 
upgrade their establishments will find it increasingly 
difficult to meet previous year’s figures. 


NEW ENGLAND VACATION LODGING BUSINESS 


JULY & AUGUST 1954 VS. 1953 
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